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Message From the President

Spring appears to have finally arrived after a long, soggy winter
and with it the arrival of a new PRSSS executive team! This
year I have the pleasure of working with a number of
enthusiastic, capable women on the executive and newsletter
teams. The new team is comprised of myself (Sandy Traichel)
as prez, Dina Schwertfeger as vice-prez, Laura Principe as
secretary and finally, the gal who controls all the cash - Jayna
Houston as treasurer. Tasha Tashe, Inkeri Meharg and Dawn
Smorong have offered to coordinate the newsletter.

The past year was a success. The PRSSS produced two
newsletters, an updated Membership Directory and held a fall
field trip in the Fraser Valley. The fall field trip seems to be
replacing the Fall Evening Session as "the" PRSSS fall event.
PRSSS members seem to enjoy getting out in the windy, rainy
fall weather! The exec/newsletter team can often be spotted at
Calhoun's eatery on various Sunday mornings taking in
coffee/food and general revelry prior to planning all of the

,........---------------------------------........... events/newsletters - so any members who are interested in
participating are always welcome...

Continued on next page.........
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!Jpcoming Event~

June 10-12, 1999. The 2nd Approximation Conference on Soil Resources: The Inventory, Analysis,

and Interpretation for Use in the 21st Century. Minneapolis, Minnesota. Contact: Dr. Jay Bell,
phone (612) 625-6703, fax (612) 624-4223, or web site http://soil.resources.unm.edu/99conf

June 21-24, 1999. International Airborne Remote Sensing Conference. Ottawa, Ontario. Web site
http://www.erim-int.com/CONF/conf.html

June 28-30, 1999. The annual meeting of the Western Society of Soil Science. San Francisco State
University, San Francisco, California. Contact: Janis L. Boettinger, phone (435) 797-4026.

July 7-9, 1999. North West Forest Soils Council summer tour. Kelowna, BC. E_mail:
kvenner@interchange.ubc.ca

August 8-10. 1999. The 79th Annual Conference of the Agricultural Institute of Canada. AIC '99
Knowledge and Creativity - Key to Agriculture's Future. Charlottetown. Prince Edward Island.
Contact: Kais Deelstra, phone (902) 368-4842, fax (902) 368-4857, e_mail kdeelstra@gov.pe.ca,
or web site http://www.upe/:ca/''''aic99

August 8-11. 1999. The annual Soil and Water Conservation Society conference. "Walk on the Wild
Side". Biloxi, MS. Contact: Charlie Persinger, phone (515) 289-23311ext. 12, e_mail
charliep@swcs.org

August 13-18. 1999. The 4th International Symposium on Mineral Nutrition of Deciduous Fruit
Crops. Penticton, BC. Contact: Gerry Neilsen, phone (250) 494-7711, fax (250) 494-0755, e_mail
nei Isend@em.agr.ca

August 15-20, 1999. International Congress on Ecosystem Health. Sacramento, California. E_mail:
ehc@ucdavis.edu

September 19-23, 1999. International Composting Symposium. Dartmouth/Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Contact: Dr. P.R. Warman, phone (902) 893-9139, fax (902) 893-4523, or web site
www.vitapost.com/ics99.htm

October 31 - November 4, 1999. Annual meeting of American Society of Agronomy, Crop Science
Society of America, and Soil Science Society of America. Salt Lake City, Utah. Contact: ASA,
CSSA, SSSA Headquarters Office, 677 South Segoe Road, Madison, WI 53711-1086, fax (608)
273-8089, or web site www.soi/s.org

July 10-14, 2000. Symposium on the role of erosion and sediment in nutrient and contaminant
transfer. International Association of Hydrological Sciences. University of Waterloo, Waterloo,
Ontario. Web site www.fes.uwaterloo.ca/Research/1AHS2000



North West Forest Soils Council 50th Anniversary Summer Tour

REHABILITATION of FORESTS in the OKANAGAN: SITES, POLICY AND
PRODUCTIVITY

July 7 - 9, 1999

PLACE: Ke10wna and environs in the Okanagan Valley (southern interior B.C.).

THEME: Rehabilitation of disturbed or disused sites with organic amendments (including wood
residues and wastewater), and forest policy and productivity in the Okanagan Valley. The schedule is
continually being revised as we hear of exciting new sites to visit. Currently, trials investigating the
following practices are on the agenda; waste water irrigation, bioengineering, forest landing and road
rehabilitation (with and without organic amendments) and fertilisation. Changes in biogeoclimatic
zone will be described and discussed during the trip, and of course, a variety of soil pits will be viewed
and admired. The possibility of using the tour for academic credit in the U.S. is being negotiated.
Please contact John DePuy Gdepuy@or.blm.gov) for more details.

WEDNESDAY JULY 7
Pre-conference tour lOam - 4 pm

A pre-conference tour is being organised. Sites visited will include a 'burning' and/or
'operational rehabilitation' in action, and a 'wastewater application/ecology' trial. More details
will be available soon.

6:30 -9 pm Registration (Okanagan University College (OUC), Kelowna)
Registration will be accompanied by a presentation to introduce the biogeoclimatic system and
the local natural history of the area.

THURSDAY JULY 8
Day 1 Summer Tour
5 pm Gray Monk Winery tour (near Kelowna)
6:30 pm NWFSC Summer Meeting and 25th Anniversary Party/BBQ

FRIDAY JULY 9
Day ~ Summer Tour
3 pm Wrap up and closing session. The tour will close near Okanagan Falls, south of

Ke1owna.

The Ke10wna Chamber of Commerce has an excellent Web site (www.kelownachamber.org) offering
accommodation, tourist and activity information. If you cannot access this site, we'll do our best to
answer your questIOns.

REGISTRATION AND COSTS
Transport
To minimise the cost of the tour, group transport has not been arranged. We will do our best to
accommodate those people without vehicles, so if you can offer a lift or two, please let us know on the
registration form. Please be warned that access to many of the field sites will be on logging roads.
These should be passable during the summer, but 4WD is advised.



Accommodation
The following accommodation is available at the OUC. Rates given are per night and include taxes.

Four single rooms within a four room suite $ 100 (or $ 29 per room)
Single room with shared washing facilities $ 25
Bedroom suite with either two single beds or one queen size $ 50
Single suite $ 40

At present, there are a series of 40 rooms reserved for participants. To book a room, please contact
LAURIE ENGLAND at the OUC directly (telephone 250 470 6055) and remember to say that you
are part of the NWFSC summer tour.

Food etc.
The OUC and organisers will provide bag lunches, snacks, drinks and a BBQ at a cost of $ 45 (Cdn)
per person (full rate). This price includes the use of seminar and meeting rooms. A reduced rate will
be available for students (to be determined by the NWFS Council). Please indicate whether you
would prefer vegetation alternatives.

Family members are encouraged to attend the tour, and details of alternative activities in the
Okanagan Valley are available at the Kelowna Chamber of Commerce Web site, given above.
Additional BBQ tickets may be purchased at $ 12 per person.

If you have any questions please contact Lisa Zabek (zabek@interchange.ubc.ca), Kirsten Hannam
(kirstenhannam@hotmail.com) or Kirsty Venner (kvenner@interchange.ubc.ca).


