Newsletter No. 46

February 2002

Pacific Regional Society of Soil Science

PRSSS Executive

» President: Inkeri Meharg

¢ Vice President: Pete
Sykanda

o Treasurer: Susan Ames

o Newsletter Editor: Todd
Redding

Fees are $10/$5 (student) per
year.

In this issue:

President’s Message 1
Fall Field Tour Summary 2
Farewell to Tim Ballard 4
Recent Graduates 5

NWFSC Winter Meeting
Summary 6

Upcoming Events 6

" Spring Workshop Notice 7

Pacific Regional Society of
Soil Science

C/O Faculty of Agricultural
Sciences

University of British Columbia
Vancouver, BC V6T 174
FAX 604-822-2184

prss@vcn.bc.ca

President's
Message

Welcome to yet another
PRSSS newsletterl We wish
all our members well in this
new year which promises to
be full of changes for many
of us.

After a very enjoyable fall
field tour to Vancouver
Island (see article inside)
your executive has been busy
this winter, pondering the
future of the Society,
setting up a new group email
server, and planning an
exciting spring workshop.

This year's workshop will
feature several reports on
recent work on forest and
range soils, as well as an
update on new nutrient and
environmental management
approaches for agriculture,
and a look at the changes
occurring in the Forest
Practices Code. I encourage
all members to participate,
and to help spread the word
about the workshop. As
usual, workshops are also a
great opportunity to network
and catch up with colleagues
and friends.

Remember that the PRSSS
AGM will be held at lunch
during the workshop. T
encourage everyone to
consider taking on an

executive position to carry
the PRSSS forward into
another year. Being an
executive member takes only
a moderate amount of work,
and is very rewarding - it's a
great way to stay in touch
with a wide range of soils
topics and people.

Now for some administrative
issues. Please make sure to
note your membership expiry
date on your mailing label.

If your membership is
overdue, you will receive a
special notice with this
newsletter. I hope that the
new email group will improve
our ability o communicate on
a more regular basis. Please
add prsss@vcn.bc.ca to your
email addresses and feel
free to post any information
that you think may be
relevant to our members so
that it can'be distributed to
the group.

Finally, since this will be my
last message as president, T
would like to thank the
executive and other
volunteers who have helped
make this year's activities
happen. I'm nearing the end
of my term, both with
PRSSS and in my pregnancy,
but I'm still committed to
seeing PRSSS into the next
year. So let's get some new
blood into the exec!

Inkeri Meharg, President
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about the relevance of some new biological revelation, Tim had an informed opinion. Though the paper
piles in his office were considered a hazard by the Workers Compensation Board, Tim always seemed to
have the time for students. And when you were finished with the technical stuff, well there was always a
good chance that Tim might get into one of his many bear stories, a small price to pay for admission.

When | first met Dr. Ballard, he was still very active as a long distance runner. Then one year he
suddenly stopped- cold turkey as far as | could tell. When | asked him why, he said it was because he
wasn’t winning anymore. Behind that jovial, bon vivant exterior, Tim was also a serious competitor and
it didn’t take long before a new avenue of competition was opened. Tim’s daughter left home to go to
university and the Ballards thought that a dog might help to fill the emptiness left behind. Soon ‘a dog’
became four Australian Shepherds and a Border Collie, a yard full of sheep, ducks and chickens. And in
keeping with Tim's competitive nature, a wall full of ribbons and awards soon followed. And at last Tim
has what he longed for in the beginning, a farm, some animals and some pretty good soil.

But maybe he has something else as well. Those of us who were Dr. Ballard’s students always
talk about him with a little bit of awe. Few of us could ever aspire to his depth and breadth of
knowledge. So Dr. Ballard, as you walk knee deep out into your rich black ankle deep mud, fertilized
with duck poop, remember that you also have our respect and thanks. You changed the face of forestry
management in British Columbia and left a legacy of forest soil management that is a model for the
world.

The newly described Timic Baldisol Dr. Tim Ballard

Recent Soils 6raduates:

SFU - Todd Redding (MSc.)
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NWESC Winter Meeting Summary
by Todd Redding

The theme of this year’s Northwest Forest Soils Council winter meeting was “Carbon and organic matter
in forest ecosystems ~ Sustainability, nutrient cycling and carbon sequestration.” The meeting was held
January 25, 2002, at the World Forestry Centre in Portland. The following presentations were made:

C Preston, PFC, Victoria, BC — Carbon-13 NMR - putting the personality in carbon pools.

D Zabowski, U. Washinton, Seattle, WA - Is there more carbon in your soil than you think?

AB Adams and R Harrison, U Washington, Seattle, WA ~ Carbon movement and sequestration in
fine-grained vs. coarse-grained glacial soils of fertilized and non-fertilized Douglas-fir thinned
stands.

J Spears, OSU, Corvallis, OR - The spatial and temporal imprint of coarse woody debris in the H]J
Andrews LTER

C Prescott, UBC, Vancouver, BC - Influence of species and forestry practices on rates of
decomposition and nitrogen mineralization in forest soils.

M Johnson and ] Kern, EPA, Corvallis, OR - Spatial estimates of forest soil organic C in the United
States and Puerto Rico

D Bachelet, USDA-Forest Service, Olympia, WA - Simulating soil carbon: from regional to
continental scales

The combination of field based and modeling research was really interesting. There were also a number
of graduate student research posters. A preliminary itinerary was provided for the upcoming summer
field tour in coastal Oregon. It sounds like it will be an interesting trip covering subjects from forest
nutrition to slope stability.

A proposal was made to have the 2003 summer field tour to be in the Prince George area, organized by
Paul Sandborn (BC Forest Service, Prince George). Also of note, Mike Curran (BC Ministry of Forests,
Nelson) is the current president of the NWESC, so there is a strong BC presence in the group.

For more information on NWEFSC activities, check out their website (www.{orestsoils.org/NWFSC/)

Upcoming Events

Canadian Society of Soil Science and Canadian Geophysical Union, May 18-22, 2002, Banff AB
(www.csss.ca)

BCIA AGM, May 23-25, 2002, Dawson Creek (www.BCIA.com)

IUFRO - Mountain Forests: Conservation and Management, July 29 - Aug. 2, 2002, Vernon BC
(www.mountainforests.net)

NWFSC summer Field Tour, July 2002, Coastal Oregon (www.forestsoils.org/NWFSC/)
Ecological Society of America/Society for Ecological Reclamation, Aug. 4-9, 2002, Tuscon AZ
(www.esa.org) ;

BCIA Professional Development Workshop, October 2002, Vancouver, BC (www.BCIA.com)
10™ North American Forest Soils Conference, J uly 20-24, 2003, Sault Ste. Marie, ON
(www.fs.fed.us/forestsoilsconference)
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24th Annual PRSSS Workshop

More Topics in BC Soils
A Soils Symposium

Saturday March 9, 2002
Room 166 - 2357 Main Mall
MacMillan Building
University of British Columbia

Registration and refreshments at 8:30 am, speakers starting at 9:00am (lunch will be
provided), and we anticipate wrapping up around 4:00pm.

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

Influences of species and forestry practices on rates of decomposition and N-
mineralization in forest soils

By Cindy Prescott, Associate Professor, Forest Sciences, UBC

BC Ministry of Forests Soil Disturbance Guidelines — Past, Present and Future??? (The
changing Forest Practices Code)

By Mike Curran, Research Soil Scientist, Nelson Forest Region

Soil Quality - the key indicators for sustainable range and forest ecosystems

By Maja Krzic, Assistant Professor, Soil Science, UBC

The Long-Term Soil Productivity trial: short term results from a long-term study of soil
compaction and organic matter removal

Shannon Berch, Forest Soil Ecologist, Ministry of Forests Research Branch

Nutrient Management Plans and Environmental Management Plans for BC Agriculture

Geoff Hughes-Games, Provincial Soil Specialist, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

One more topic, to be announced

Cost: $25/ $15 (students), includes lunch, tea/coffee
PLEASE SEE THE REGISTRATION INFORMATION ON THE ATTACHED PAGE
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Recent Publication of Interest: :

Curran, M. et al. 2000. Strategic Plan for Forest and Range Soils Research and Extension in British Columbia. BC
Ministry of Forests Working Paper 32. (www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/pubs/docs/wp/wp32.htm)

This strategic plan describes goals, objectives, strategies, and knowledge gaps for the forest soil research
and extension program in British Columbia. The program addresses government (public) and forest industry
priorities related to soil conservation and sustainable forest development. It is consistent with the strategies and
plans of the B.C. Ministry of Forests Research Program at provincial and regional levels and other agencies' plans
and programs such as Forest Renewal BC's Strategic Plan.

Coordinated implementation of the soil research and extension program will promote synergy and reduce
potential for duplication of effort, resulting in financial savings and more timely and applicable results. This will be
facilitated through the formation of a technical subcommitiee on British Columbia forest soils that will include
members of government agencies, universities, industry, consultants, non-governmental organizations, extension
partnerships and interesied public.

A key theme of this strategy is the recognition that the longer-term knowledge gaps include the need to
demonstrate good land stewardship and sustainable forest management within the environment of increased
scrutiny of government policy, legislation, and permit approvals related to forestry. To this end, the maintenance
and establishment of long-term research and operational trials are vital to achieving the goals presented herein.

Dear member,

Please submit your membership fees together with the form below to ensure that you are remaining on
our mailing list. The due date of your fees is indicated on the address label on the envelope. If you have
chosen to receive the newsletter in electronic from, you will receive a notice stating your due date shortly.
In case of any questions, please feel free to e-mail us at prsss@vcn.bc.ca.

We'd also like to ask you to indicate any changes of your contact information.
Thank you very much, we greatly appreciate your contribution.
Sincerely,

your PRSSS executive

Name:
Employer:

Title:
Professional Interests:

Address:

Postal Code:
Telephone Work: Fax #: Home:
email address:
Comments/Suggestions:

Please Find Enclosed (check one):

1 Year Membership - $10 ___ 2 Year Membership - $20
Student -$5 _ Student - $10

Please include me in the PRSSS Directory: Yes: No:

Please send me the PRSSS Newsletter by: E-mail: ___ Regu_I;r‘MaiI:




