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[N.B. As explained at the inaugural meeting at Harrison. the
above is the official title under which the society was incor­
porated. since the proposed title incorporating 'British Columbia'
was not permitted by the adminstrators of the Society's Act]

Brief History of the Society

While casual discussions on the possibility of forming a new
Society had been going on sporadically for some time. the impetus that led
to its formation was a meeting of the Soil Science Lead Committee. in
August 1981. attended by representatives of federal and provincial agencies
and of the university community. including those concerned with both
agricultural and forest soil problems. This group endorsed the idea that
soil science in B.C. could be fostered by the formation of a new society.
free from direct affiliations with any particular agency. and focussing on
the 'discipline' of soil science. rather than professional aspects. This
concept derived additional support from frequent observations that many of
the younger soil scientists in the province. particularly those in more
remote locations. felt a degree of isolation from their colleagues
elsewhere. The conclusion was that a group emphasizing 'communication'
would be of greatest value.

The CSSS meetings in Vancouver in 1982 provided an opportunity to
canvas a broader .section of the soils community and provided clear evidence
of a considerable body of support.

The original group of directors made the necessary arrangements
for incorporation under the Societies Act. and at the inaugural meeting at
Harrison Hot Springs in February 1983. it was announced that the directors
had nominated Dr. C. A. Rowles as the First President of the Society and
L. E. Lowe as Secretary-Treasurer; Dr. T.M. Ballard was subsequently
appointed Vice-President. Following the initial year. all subsequent
officers and directors will be elected in accordance with the constitution.
in a fully democratic manner. It is hoped to attract to such positions.
members with a wide variety of interests and affiliations. More about
this. later in the Newsletter. The direction that the Society takes in the
future will be determined by the membership.

Objectives of the Society

As stated in the constitution. the purpose of the society is

"To foster all branches of soil science in
the province of British Columbia"
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Page 2

The plans of the inaugural directors are to emphasize communica­
tion on all aspects of soil science by means of a periodic newsletter. by
holding an annual meeting that will allow an exchange of ideas and informa­
tion in a relatively informal framework. and by sponsoring workshops when
appropriate. Fees will be kept at a minimal level (to cover Newsletter and
other correspondence costs). and any other activities will have to be self­
supporting.

Membership

The Society begins its life with 105 members. who are officially
designated 'charter members'. Their names and addresses are listed at the
end of this Newsletter. The directors are delighted to express their appre­
ciation to all the charter members for their early and enthusiastic sup­
port. The response was undoubtedly greater than any of us had anticipated.

N E "S etc.

(This section will be somewhat abbreviated in this first issue.
Hopefully it will expand substantially as members acquire the
habit of submitting material to the editor.)

--B.C. Soil Science Workshop: Reports of the following are still available
and can be obtained (no charge) by writing to the Department of
Soil Science. U.B.C.

1981. 7th Workshop:
1977. 6th Workshop:

1975. 5th Workshop:
1969. 4th Workshop:

Soil Fertility Evaluation and Research
Energy. Water and the Physical Environment

of Soil
Soils in Environmental Protection
Soils and Land Use

--Soil Landscapes of British Columbia: This very interesting volume has
been reissued by the Resource Analysis Branch. B.C. Min.
Environment. Victoria. Copies of this can be obtained at a cost
of $4.00. from the following address:

Map Library. Surveys and Resource Mapping Branch. B.C. Ministry
of Environment. Parliament Buildings. Victoria. B.C. V8V 2XS

--Upcoming Conferences:
June 17-17. 1983 Acid Rain and Forest Resources (Quebec City)

sponsored by CFS and USDA Forest Service
continued • • • /3
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Upcoming conferences, continued:
June 19-23, 1983 Sixth North American Forest Soils Conference

(Knoxville, Tennessee) sponsored by CSSS,
CIF, SSSA and Soc. Am. Foresters

July 10-14, 1983 CSSS and AIC Annual Meetings (Truro, N.S.)
August 14-19, 1983 SSSA and Amer. Soc. Agronomy (Wash., D.C.)
August 24-27, 1984 CSSS Annual Meeting (Banff, Alta.)
N.W. Forest SolIs Council, Summer Field Meeting July 18-19. (For

more information, contact Dr. Steve Webster,
Weyerhaeuser Research Centre, 505 N. Pearl
St., Centralia WA 9853; tel. 206-736-8241.

--Report on B.C. Soil Degradation Workshop
(Laurens van Vliet, Pedologist)

The first B.C. Soil Degradation Workshop was held in Harrison Hot
Springs on February 17 and 18, 1983. The purpose of the workshop was to
create an awareness of what soil degradation problems we have in B.C. and
how serious they are, both in agriculture and in forestry. Up to 160
people attended the first day with presentations that dealt with all as­
pects of soil degradation in B.C. The program included 3 keynote speakers
on soil degradation in Canada, in Forestry in B.C. and in Agriculture in
B.C. as overview papers. After lunch, a series of short papers were pre­
sented on degradation effects of soil erosion, acidification, organic mat­
ter loss, compaction, subsidence of organic soils, improper water manage­
ment, linear development, land clearing, forest harvesting and site prepa­
ration, access road related problems in forestry, mass movement, and on
soil conservation. Each paper dealt with degradation causes, effects,
extent for B.C. and remedial measures.

In the morning of the second day, 3 buses took the workshop par­
ticipants on a field trip to look at soil degradation problems in the
Chilliwack Forest Region, Sumas Prairie and soil erosion on vegetable pro­
ducing lands in the Matsqui municipality. The meetings continued in the
afternoon with workshop group discussions on the different types of soil
degradation, mainly regarding remedial measures, program, policy and
research needs.

The main conclusions that came out of the workshop are: (1) The
collective knowledge about soil degradation in B.C. is rapidly increasing,
but is far from complete to evaluate the seriousness and extent of soil
degradation for all of B.C. (2) For most kinds of soil degradation,
present technology is available but is not often being used to correct or
prevent degradation problems because of economic and political reasons.

The proceedings of the B.C. Soil Degradation Workshop will be
available in June 1983. Workshop registrants will automatically receive a
copy of the proceedings. Anyone that was not present at the workshop but
wants to receive a copy of the proceedings should contact Laurens van
Vliet, Agriculture Canada, 6660 N.W. Marine Drive, Vancouver, B.C. V6T 1X2,
(224-4355). The B.C. Soil Degradation workshop was under the auspices of
the B.C. Land Resource Science Lead Committee and the B.C. Engineering Lead
Committee.
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HURns Form Classification

(Summary supplied by Rick Trowbridge)
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Following a soil tour in September of 1979 to the North Coast of
B.C., soil correlators Terry Lord and Charles Tarnocai (both of Ag. Canada)
requested Rick Trowbridge (B.C. Ministry of Forests) to form and chair a
working group on organic, soil-related classification problems
encountered. The core working group members were: Bob Green and Dr. Karel
Klinka of the Ministry of Forests, Herb Luttmerding and Andrew Harcombe of
the Ministry of Environment, Drs. Lawrence Lowe and Tim Ballard of U.B.C.,
and Dr. Dave Moon from Ag. Canada. There was an additional corresponding
membership of about twenty other professionals.

The group produced two progress reports detailing the problems
and suggesti~g possible solutions (limited copies available from R.
Trowbridge). During the same period of time, the Ministry of Forests
published Taxonomic Classification of Humus Forms in Ecosystems of British
Columbia, by Klinka, Green, Trowbridge, and Lowe and was outlined in the
groups' progress reports. That publication is available on request from
the Information Services Branch of the Ministry of Forests. The groups'
work on folisolic solIs has lead to a proposal to create a new soil order
and is now being coordinated by the chairman of the subcommittee on soil
classification. Work on the definitions of organic horizons continues to
be a major problem and requires considerably more data before proposals for
changes can be made.

The group met recently and decided to become inactive for a
period of two to three years while the folisolic soil classification
changes go through the proper channels for consideration, the humus form
classification is tested and updated by the Ministry of Forests, and new
data on organic horizons can be collected and analyzed. For further
information contact Rick Trowbridge or any of the other members of the
working group.

REQUEST FOR INPUT FROM MEMBERS

The officers of the society, and especially the editor of the
Newsletter, would welcome communications from the members on any/all of the
following topics: -

RE the Society: Nominations or suggestions for President, Vice-President
and Secretary-Treasurer for 1984. It is clearly desirable that
the officers represent a good cross-section of the membership
with respect to disciplines and agencies. Suggestions with
regard to activities of the society, for consideration by the
executive.

continued • • • /5
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RE the Newsletter:
Information about appointments. relocations. etc •• of B.C.

Soils personnel
- Research highlights of current or recent programmes. or new

programmes being initiated
Requests for information, or reports on new problems

encountered
Details of recent publications or reports from your agency that

may interest members
Volunteer to take on job of editing Newsletter, perhaps for

1984 and 1985. (N.B. Age or experience are not important.
all that is needed is a willingness to serve the members)

Any other news or views that you want to communicate to fellow
members

ALL ITEMS FOR THE NEWSLETrKR SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO
LAWRENCE LOWE (Editor pro-tefm)

LIST OF CHARTER MEMBERS

BAKER. Ted E., R.R. #1, Furness Road, Fulford Harbour. B.C. VOS lCO
BALLARD. T.M., Department of Soil Science. U.B.C •• Vancouver, B.C. V6T 2A2
BANNER. Allen, R.R. #2, Billeter Rd •• Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2NO
BENTLEY. C.F •• 13103-66 Avenue, Edmonton. Alta. T6H lY6
BERTRAND, Ronald A•• 17720, 57th Avenue, Surrey. B.C. V3S 4P9
BOMKE. Art. Department of Soil Science. U.B.C.
BROWNLEE, C.H •• 4254 Lakeshore Road. Kelowna, B.C. VlW lW3
CARSON, Brian R•• Kenting Earth Sciences Ltd., 380 Hunt Club St., Ottawa. Ont.
CHANG. S.C., 6191 Winch St •• Burnaby, B.C. V5B 2L4
CHIENG, Sie-tan. Bio-resource Engineering, U.B.C.
CHRISTIE. Paul A., 4056 West. 12th Avenue, Vancouver. B.C.
CHRISTIE, Phil. 1045 Tataryn Road, Ke1owna, B.C. VlX lN6
CHUAH. Hong-hee. 1873 Spall Road, Kelowna. B.C.
COEN. Gerald, Soil Science, University of Alberta. Edmonton, Alberta TlG 2E3
COTIC. Ivan, 1143 Mountain Avenue, Ke10wna, B.C. VlY 7G9
CURRAN, Mike, 1002-2725 Melfa Road, Vancouver. B.C. V6T lN4
ELGIE, Garth, Exp. Farm Site. R.R. #8, ~ID #7, Prince George, B.C. V2N 4M6
DANGERFIELD, J.A •• 945 Kentwood Terrace. Victoria, B.C. V8Y lA5
DAWSON. Alan B•• 1873 Spall Road. Kelowna. B.C. VIY 4R2
DHINDSA, Satwant S.. 201-9711-100th Avenue. Fort St. John. B.C. VlJ lY2
DRIEHUYZEN, M.G., 17720, 57th Avenue, Surrey, B.C.
EPP, Philip, R.R. #4, Oakridge Road, Kelowna. B.C. VlY 7R3
ERICKSON, Wayne. B.C.M.F •• 1402-153 Seymour St •• Kamloops, B.C. V2C 2C7

continued • /6
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FAYE, Robert, #105-4155 1st Avenue, Prince George, B.C. V2tl lC5
FENGER, Mike, 731 Vancouver St., Victoria, B.C. V8V 3V4
FITZPATRICK, Joe, 3678 Rutherford Cresc., North Vancouver, B.C. V7N 2C7
FREDERICKS, Jay, 33170 Alta Avenue, Abbotsford, B.C.
FYLES, Helen, #103-10635, 80th Avenue, Edmonton, Alta., T6E lV6
GOLDIN, Alan, 2212 Dean Avenue, Bellingham, Washington, U.S.A. 98225
HASTIE, W. John, 649 Chapman Avenue., Coquitlam, B.C.
HEINONEN, John, #301-1555 Graveley St., Vancouver, B.C. V5L 3A5
HENNIG, Arnold M.F., Box 455 Beaverlodge Alberta TOH OCO
HERMAN, W.A., 1560 Rand Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6P 3G2
HIGNETT, Valerie, 731 Vancouver Street, Victoria, B.C. V8V 3V4
HILBORN, Tom, 1873 Spall Road, Kelowna, B.C.
HOPE, Graeme, Ministry of Forests, lOll-4th Avenue, Prince George, B.C. V2L 2C8
HOYT, Paul B., Agriculture Canada, Summerland, B.C. VOH lZO
HUSTED, Lynn, 205-2437 Amherst, Sidney, B.C.
JAKOY, Andy, B.C.I.T., 3700 Willingdon Ave., Burnaby, B.C. V5G 3H2
JENVEY, Stephen, 171 Corless Cresc., Prince George, B.C. V2M 5X7
JONES, Carol E., #104-8680 Fremlin Street, Vancouver, B.C.
JUNGEN, John, 1873 Spall Road, Kelowna, B.C. VlY 4R2
KENG, John C.W., P.O. Box 1000, Agassiz, B.C. VOM lAO
KENK, Evert, 1873 Spall Road, Kelowna, B.C.
KENNEDY, Carol A., 1814 Latimer Road, Nanaimo, B.C.
KLINE, Robert, Exp. Farm Site, R.R. #8, RMD #7, Prince George, B.C. V2N 2H8
KLINKA, Karel, 7191 Ask St., Richmond, B.C. V6Y 2R9
KOWALL, R.C., 855 Kennedy St., Kelowna, B.C. VlY 4E7
KORELUS, Vladimir J. (Vlad), 1825 Feltham Road, Victoria, B.C. V8N 2A4
LAVKULICH, L.M., Head, Depart. of Soil Science, U.B.C., Van., B.C. V6T 2A2
LEMMEN, Lori D., 1409 Alward St., Prince George, B.C. V2M 2G4
LINDEBURGH, Scott, Box 4075, Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2NO
LORD, Terence M., 6660 N.W. Marine Drive, Vancouver, B.C.
LbuIE, Robert H., 1873 Spall Road, Kelowna, B.C. VlY 4R2
LOUSIER, J. Daniel, Sit~ 11, Box 110, R.R. 11, Lantzville, B.C. VOR 2HO
LOWE, Lawrence E., Depart. of Soil Science, U.B.C., Vancouver, B.C. V6T 2A2
LUTT}ffiRDING, Herbert A., 1873 Spall Road, Kelowna, B.C. VlY 4R2
MACADAM, Anne, Box 4056, Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2NO
MAXWELL, Bob, 1873 Spall Road, Kelowna, B.C.
MCLEOD, Angus John, 1257 Buron Crescent, Prince George, B.C.
MEIDINGER, Del, 2949 Andre Road, R.R. 16, Victoria
MILLER, Gary W., #802-1330 Burrary Street, Vancouver, B.C.
MITCHELL, Walter Robert, Dairy Road, R.R. II, Kamloops, B.C. V2C lZ3
NAGPAL, Narendar K. (Dr.), 1723 Garnet Road, Victoria, B.C. V8P 3C9
NEILSEN, Gerry, 482 Scott Avenue, Penticton, B.C.
NORMAN, Susan E., #300-842 Thurlow St., Vancouver, B.C.
NOVAK, Michael D., Dept. of Soil Science, 2357 Main Mall, U.B.C., Van., V6T 2A2

continued • • • /7
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PANG, Patrick C.K., Pacific For. Res. Ct., 506 Burnside Rd., Viet. B.C. V8Z lM5
PHILIP, J. Paul, Ministry of. Environment, 1873 Spall Rd., Kelowna, B.C. V2Y 4R2
POTTINGER, E.L. (Ned4 4247 West 14th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6R 2X7
PRICE, Bill"1320 Bute, Apt. #301, Vancouver, B.C. V6E 2A3
QUESNEL, Harold J., 2127 Panaview Hts •• R.R. #3, Saanichton, B.C. VOS lMO
ROBIN, Janet, #126, 1595 A St •• Surrey, B.C. V4A 3R7
ROLLERSON, Terry. R.R. #1, Site 10, Malaspina Drive, Gabriola Island. B.C.
ROWED, Robert James, 4580 Belmont Avenue, Vancouver, B.C.
ROWLES, Charles A., #1404-4660 West 10th Avenue, Vancouver. B.C.
RUNKA, G. Gary, Land Sense Ltd. ,4695 Garden Grove Dr., Burnaby, B.C.
SANBORN, Paul, College of Forest Resources AR-IO, U. of W., Seattle, WA 98195
SAWICKI, Joan. Land Sense Ltd, 4695 Garden Grove Dr •• Burnaby, B.C.
SCHREIER, Hans, 2831 West 29th Avenue. Vancouver, B.C. V6L lYl
SELBY, Corinne. 3317 W. 2nd Ave •• Van., B.C. V6R lH9
SHAH, Pravakar Bickram. U.B.C.
SINGLETON, Glen A., 8018 15th Avenue. Burnaby. B.C. V3N lX2
SLACO, Ric, P.O. Box 130, Crofton, B.C. V9L 4M7
SLAVINSKI, H.C., 11th Fir., 9820-l06th St., Edmonton, Alta.
SMITH, Richard B•• B.C. Min. of For •• 506 W. Burnside Rd., Viet., B.C. V8Z lM5
SPITTLEHOUSE. Dave. Res. Br., B.C.M.F., 1450 Government St., Viet •• B.C. V8W 3E7
SPROUT, P. Norman, A/Director, Terrestrial Studies, Surveys & Resource Mapping

Branch, Ministry of Environment. Legislative Bldgs •• Viet., B.C. V8V lX5
STEVENSON, Dr. David S., 198 Dafoe Place, Penticton, B.C.
STILL, Gerry, 710 Kokanee St., Nelson, B.C. VlL 3P4
SUTTlE, Miss Kathleen, #102-1126 Rockland Avenue. Victoria, B.C. V8V 3H7
TEMPLE, Wayne, 1040 E. 50th Ave, Vancouver, B.C. V5X lT6
THOMPSON, Steve. 706 Silica St., Nelson, B.C. VlL 4N4
TODHUNTER, Linda D., 3266 West 14th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V6K 2Y3
TROWBRIDGE. Rick. Box 2022, Smithers, B.C.
V~ RYSWYK. A.L., 3015 Ord Road, Kamloops, B.C. V2B 8A9
VAN VLIET, Laurens J.P •• Ag. Canada, 6660 N.W. Marine Dr., Van., B.C. V6T lX2
VOLD. Terje. 545 Walter Avenue. Victoria, B.C. V9A 2E6
WALLIS. Hu. 765 Broughton, St., Victoria, B.C.
WEHR, Ray, 107 Paker Drive, Prince George, B.C. V2M 4S7
WIENS. J.H., 549 Riel Place, Victoria, B.C.
WILLIAMS. Duncan. #103-4133 1st Avenue. Prince George, B.C.
WITTNEBEN, U•• 1873 Spall Road, Kelowna, B.C. VlY 4R2
YOLE, DaVid, Box 3862, Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2NO
ZWECK VON ZWECKENBURG, Elizabeth. 1107-1880 Greer St., Vancouver, B.C. V6J lCS
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Recent Publication of Interest:

variables and

U.\J. ,....U,"'>:>lQl Western

AQiric-'for-me!teolrol. 110

growth on rehabilitated forest
For. Ecol. Manage. 170:199-

Plotnikoff, M.R. Bulmer, C.E. and Schmidt, M.G.. 2002. Soil propE!rtie$
landings in the interior cedar hemlock biogeoclimatic
215.

Drewitt,-G.B.; Black,-T.A.; Nesic,-Z.; Humphreys,-E.R.;
Morgenstern,-K. 2002. Measuring forest floor CO2 fl
(4): 299-317.

Martin,-W.L.; Bradley,-R.L.; Kimmins,-J.P. 2002. Post-c1earcu
Hemlock Zone. I to IV. : J-sustain-for 14 (1): 1-91.

McGill, W. B.; Izaurralde, R. C.; Feng, Y. 2002. Soil organic
kinetic concepts. Communications in Soil Science

Prescott, Cindy E. 2002. The influence of the forest car10p,v
1193-1200.

Jones, Melanie D.; Hagerman, Shannon M.; Gillespie, M. ization and richness of
previously colonized, containerized Picea engelm rcuts when planted in
mechanically site-prepared mounds. Canadian Journ(3.I/~f ores ): 1425-1433

Thomassin-Lacroix, E. J. M.; Eriksson, M.; Reimer, K. J.; Mohn, W. W. 2002. mulation and
bioaugmentation for on-site treatment of weathered diesel fuel in Arctic soil. Applied Microbiology and
Biotechnology 59(4-5): 551-556

Franzluebbers, A.J. 2002. Soil organic matter stratification ratio as an indicator of soil quality. Soil & Tillage
Research 66(2): 95-106

Dear member,

Please submit your membership fees together with the form below to ensure that you are remaining on our mailing
list. The due date of your fees is indicated on the address label on the envelope. If you have chosen to receive the
newsletter in electronic from, you will receive a notice stating your due date shortly. In case of any questions,
please feel free to e-mail usatprsss@vcn.bc.ca. We'd also like to ask you to indicate any changes of your contact
information. Thank you very much, we greatly appreciate your contribution. Sincerely, your PRSSS executive

Name:
Employer:
Title:
Professional Interests:

Address:

Home:
Postal Code: ------:-:-----------

Telephone Work: Fax #:--------email address:
Comments/Suggestions:

No:
Regular Mail:

Please Find Enclosed (check
Student Membership 1 Year $5
2 Year Membership $20
Please include me in the PRSSS Directory:
Please send me the PRSSS Newsletter by:

Student Membership 2 Year $10
5 Year Membership - $45

Yes:
E-mail:
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