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As this issue of our Newsletter hopefully illustrates, with the ever
widening scope of topics to which soils information can be applied, this
is an interesting time to be a soil scientist.

The heightened "public" concern about the environment draws atten­
tion to the philosophical and moral dilemna faced by our profession, and
to our role as guardians of the soil resource. The initial response is
generally a vigorous round of finger pointing at actions whose curtail­
ment would have no direct repercussions for ourselves, until the circle
closes and everyone is pointing at everyone else. However, the question
ranains, what is our responsibility to our "chosen" resource, and how can
that be tanpered by our responsibility to our employers? which resources
should have priority? HUman resources, (farmers, loggers, developers) or
natural resources, (soils, forests, wildlife)? Is there enough roan for
all of us on the higher moral ground, or should we set up a pension for
out of work soil scientists who speak their minds? As always if you have
any views on this topic, let us know.

Several members of the PRSSS are being honored this year for out­
standing contribJ.tions· to the scientific carmunity.Ron Bertrand was
named B.C. Agrologist· of the Year for 1990 by the B.C. Institute of
Agrologists. Fred Bentley received an Honorary Doctor of Science fran
the University of Alberta. Gary Runka was naninated for an Agriculture
Institute of canada Fellowship, and Charlie Rowles was named a Fellow of
the canadian Society of Soil Science.

CDNGRATUIATIONS to Ron, Fred, Gary and Charlie!

B. Price
C. Bulmer

President's c:::emrents:

Let me slow down a bit in the middle of this bJ.sy surrmer to greet
all members of the PRSSS and wish you a successful and enj oyable surrmer.
This is rrrY first opportunity, as President of PRSSS, to tell you that we
plan, starting in the Fall, to sponsor evening sessions on selected top­
ics of interest to soil scientists. Suggest topics or speakers, or
volunteer to speak on your favourite subject by contacting me at
228-3716.

Clne of the exciting new additions to the soil science carmunity of
the Pacific Region is a working group on forest rhizosphere research.
The working group I s first newsletter, entitled "Forest Underground", was
published in June of this year with a call for input fran interested per­
sons. The contact people for this group are Rick Trowbridge (847-7434),
Chris Chanway (228-6019) , Brian Holl (228-6420), and paige Axelrood
(224-4331) .

Shannon Berch
Soil Science, UBC



CONFERENCE REPORT

Fire and the Environment -- Ecological and O1lb.lral perspectives

This international symposium in Knoxville, Tennessee (March 20-25)
was co-sponsored by several organizations, including the USDA Ebrest Ser­
1(ice, the US National Park Service, the Society of American Ebresters,
and the Association of American Geographers.

,
Approximately 70 papers and posters were presented by researchers

fran six countries, although most were fran the United States. The
session thanes ranged widely: vegetation effects, soils and nutrient
cycling, wildlife, GIS and Rarote Sensing, fire management policies and
fire history.

The keynote speaker at the opening session, Nonnan Christensen· (DUke
University), reviewed the lessons fran fire history and management ex­
periences in three very different settings: Yosemite, Yellowstone, and
the southeastern pine region. In managing parks and other nab.lre re­
serves, he stressed that managers must be willing to admit their ignor­
ance, rEmEmber the first law of prudent tinkering ("save all the pie­
ces") , and in keeping the p.lblic infonned, doctrinaire intrepretive pro­
grams lillSt be avoided.

The role of p.lblic infonnation was Emphasized most forcefully in a
special session on the 1988 Yellowstone fires. A journalism professor
presented a thorough critique of media coverage of those fires, citing
numerous examples of anission and/or distortion of the facts. other
speakers reviewed the previous fire history of the region and the evolu­
tion of National Park Service fire policy, and outlined the early find­
ings of a post-fire survey .of insect pop.l1ations. It appears that after
p.lblic controversy and rigourous internal and external review, the main
elements of the Service I s fire policy have been reaffinned. Specific
plans will be prepared for each park, indicating the areas and conditions
in which nab.lral ignitions will be allowed to burn without major inter­
vention. The events· of 1988 certainly sean to have ·been pivotal in
United States forest fire policy, with speakers in several sessions using·
the phrases "pre- (or post-) Yellowstone".

On soils-related topics, the presentations emPhasized fire effects
on nitrogen, although other papers dealt with sulphur ,mycorrhizae, and
erosion. carl White (University of New Mexico) presented intriguing evi­
dence for the role of monoterpenes in regulating N mineralization and
nitrification in ponderosa pine forest floors. This hypothesis is quite
controversial, as shown by a recent exchange of letters between White and
J.M. Bremner in the Soil Science Society of Americal Journal.

To me, the most fascinating session was on fire history and feab.lred
presentations on the ample evidence for fire in paleozoic fossil forests,
the fire ecololgy of COsta Rican paramos , the role of aborigine-set fires
in the western Australian desert, and a reappraisal of Indian fire use in
the southern Appalachians. The latter was particularly thought­
provoking, giving evidence that historians and anthropologists have
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seriously underestimated (by up to 10 x !) the aboriginal popllations of
pre-contact North and South America. Given the wide use of fire by both
agricultural and non-agricultural Indians, the implications for inter­
pretations of forest history are enorm:JUS.

The final day consisted of field trips into the nearby Great Snokey
Mountains National park, one of the renaining mother-lodes of biodiver­
sity in the tenperate hardwood forest biare (1400 + vascular species).
We visited a 1986 wildfire in an old Pinus serotina stand and observed
the early stages of vegetation succession, noting the importance of hard­
wood resprouting -- few oaks were actually killed, even in the patches
where the fire had crowned. And it was exciting both to see that stump
sprouts of American chestnut are still appearing, and to hear of recent
efforts to find blight-resistant varieties. (Chestnut had been the
daninant hardwood in that region until its almost canplete elimination by
blight early in this century.) Although we didn't have time to see the
higher elevation spruce-fir forests, it was disheartening to hear that
red spruce decline is very rruch in evidence, with air pollution as the
prime suspect.

Publication of the proceedings is planned for late 1990 and further
details may be obtained by writing: Fire and Environment Symposium,
P.O. Box 1071, University of Termessee, Knoxville, TN 37901-1071. I also
have a few extra copies of the abstracts booklet and would be happy to
distril:ute then to anyone interested.

paul Sanborn
Department of Soil Science
university of British COlumbia
V6T 2A2

B.C. Mine Reclamation Symposium

The fourteenth annual B.C. Mine Reclamation Symposium was held June·
19-21, 1990 in Cranbrook, B.C. The conference was organized by the B.C.
Technical and Research D::mnittee on Reclamation and sponsored by the Min­
ing Association of B.C., the B.C. Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum
Resources and the B.C. Ministry of Environment. The thane of the con­
ference was "The econanics of environmental control - a mining per­
spective", a primary focus was on the use of rock drains.

A field tour on the first day included site visits to FOrding COal's
operation near Elkford B.C., Crows Nest Resources Line Creek Mine, and
Westar Resources Balmer Mine near Sparwood, B.C. Examples of rock drains
in the developnent of valley fill waste rock dumps were examined at both
FOrding and Line Creek, and vegetation projects at high elevations were
admired at Westar.

Technical papers were presented on a range of topics fran the design
of rock drains and control of acid rock drainage to the canplexities of



- 3 -

reclamation bond funding in both B.C. and Alberta. These sessions in-'
eluded sane international authors (U.S.A. and Australia) and papers fran
other Provinces (Ontario and Alberta). Proceedings of these sessions are
available fran:

Mining Association of B.C.
860 - 1066 West Hastings Street

Vancouver, B.C.
V6E 3Xl

A field tour was held on the final afternoon of the conference at
the Q.leenstake Placer Mine on the Moyie River. Q.leenstake were the re­
cipient of the 1990 citation for placer mining reclamation. The 1990 Re­
clamation Award was presented to Westar Resources. QJ.intette Coal Ltd.
received two citations, for coal mine reclamation and for exploration re­
clamation. The metal mine citation was presented to Total Energold for
reclamation at the Erickson Gold Mine.

carol Jones
Jones and Associates

The Greenfields project

Delta fannland, one of our rrost productive areas, is under siege by
many different external pressures. These pressures include non-fann uses
such as urban sprawls, golf courses, airports and airport expansions,
highway, railway, hydro and seaport construction, all of which are con­
tinually threatening the fanning carmmity as a whole. These pressures
are canpounded by speculators wying up fannland and seizing upon any
opportunities which may exist. Delta fanners are indeed at a crossroad.
If developnent upon these fannlands does not stop now, then the collapse
of a vibrant fanning carrnunity is imninent. The loss of these fannlands
can only spell the loss of suitable habitat for a vital migratory bird
pofXllation. This is the message that must go out and it is time for far­
mers and environmentalists to fXlll together on this issue. We hope that
the "Greenfields Project" will provide the catalyst for such involVEment
by fanners and concerned individuals alike.

In cooperation with the Delta Fanners Institute, the project will
begin with a large tract of Boundary Bay fannland, approximately 1,000
acres, to be seeded to winter wheat. We hope that such a dEmOnstration
proj ect will reduce the winter crop damage caused by migratory birds and
also provide incentive and encouragEment for Delta fanners to participate
in future winter cover crop managEment programs.
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Winter cover crop provides the obvious long-tenn benefits of a
protected soil surface structure, reduced nitrate leaching into ground
water and increased soil organic matter and tilth. In addition, the
soils are workable earlier in the spring. Winter crop damage caused by
migratory birds in Delta does deter many growers fran planting winter
cash crops. One, way of increasing fann profitability and therefore
viability is to develop and implenent a winter cropping system that
involves participation by a large number of growers. This would help
prevent crop depredation problems by spreading the waterfowl feeding over
a larger area.

Thlcks Unlimited and The canadian Wildlife Service (GIS) have to date
contril::uted funds to the project. This funding will provide the wages

required for technicql assistance in studying the effects of grazing by
Snow Geese and other waterfowl upon the fall planted Cover crops, animql
nutrition, crop bianass and for the PJblication of a report. In addition
to the Boundary Bay- area, the GIS has agreed to cooperate with us in the
planting of winter cover crops and designing of experiments on land which
they own and operate on a crop-sharing basis with farmers on Westham
Island. The GIS will qlSO provide us with technicql assistance required
to do daily bird counts or surveys in the area.

Many of our participating growers will contril::ute their land and
machinery and will prepare the land for seeding to winter wheat once the
spring crops (Le., peas, beans, com, potatoes, spring wheat, etc.) have
been harvested. UBC Soil Science Deparbnent and the Canadian Wildlife
Service will provide technicql expertise in their respective fields and
cooperate actively with us in perfonning the required research.

For further infonnation, please contact the Coordinator of the
Project, Theresa Thlynstee, Soil Science Deparbnent, University of British
Cblumbia, 228-6036).

Soil Testing Laboratories in Argentina

(veronica Allende, fran Argentina, visited the Soil Science Deparbnent at
The Unversity of British Cblumbia in January, 1990)

In Cbrdoba, the major city of the Province of Cbrdoba in Argentina,
there is a small soil testing laboratory funded by the Grain Deqler I s
Association. The laboratory was l::uilt as a service for the 270 members
of the Association throughout the Province. Actually, this laboratory
qlSO works with other producers such as flower, fruit and earthwonn
growers. It is recognized by the Deparbnent of Agriculture, University
of Cbrdoba, INTA (Nationql Agriculturql Technology Institute) and mEA
(Regionql Agriculturql Entities Cbrporation).

In the laboratory, soil testing, water anqlysis and plant tissue
anqlysis are performed. As our funding is limited, we use traditionql
methods of anqlysis, which provide accurate results without using a lot
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of high tech instrumentation. The main objective is to offer the best
service to the farmers and other growers and to prarote soil conservation
and proper managEme!lt.

In Argentina, funding for soil science eduation and soil conserva­
"tion is very limited. This is unfortunate since agriculture is one of
the main sources of incane for the country. More could be accanplished
in order to achieve higher profits without degrading the land. There are
severe erosion problems, as well as salinity and sodicity in many regions
of the country.

Working in a soil testing laboratory has given me the opportunity to
carmunicate with farmers and prarote soil conservation practices.

Veronica Allende
Argentina

Dr. C.A. (Charlie) Rowles named as C.S.S.S. Fellow

Charles Arthur Rowles, or as his friends call him, Charlie, was born
in Crandall Manitoba. Shortly thereafter he and his family IlDvedto
Saskatchewan to a farm near Ehlpress on the Red Deer River. Charlie al­
ways wished he had been an Albertan.

Charlie graduated fran the University of Saskatchewan with a B.S.A.
with distinction and continued his studies at Saskatoon to receive his
M.Sc. Thereupon he was accepted at the University of Minnesota, where he
obtained his ph.D. At the Universi,ty of Minnesota, Charlie was a major
investigator on a project concerning sulfur in the atIlDsphere, precipita­
tion and soils. This was before "acid rain" became fashionable. During
his university days Charlie was involved in sports (hockey and football)
and student governance.

Upon receiving his Ph.D., he returned to the University of Saskat~

chewan, Department of Soil Science, in Saskatoon. world War II saw
Charlie leave the University to becane Chief ChEmist and Inspection
Officer, ChEmicals and ExplosiVes Division - Inspection Board of the
United Kingdan and Canada - Defence Industries Ltd., Cordite Factory.
This work took him to Manitoba, Q-!ebec and Ontario. After the war, for a
short period, he joined the Department of Soil Science at what is known
today as the University of Qlelph.

Fran his football days at the University of saskatchewan, Charlie
yearned for the West Coast. This yearning materialized and he joined the
University of British Columbia in 1946. Fran 1956 to 1980 he was the
Head of the Department of Soil Science at the University of British
Columbia, his adopted alma mater. upon his retirenent in 1980, he was
.named Professor Elneritus of Soil Science, The University of British
Columbia.
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Charlie's early years at the University of Saskatchewan and The Uni­
versity of British Columbia were divided between the University during
the acadEmic year and the Soil SUrvey during the sumner. He maintained
his keen interest in athletics throughout his years at the University.

Charlie had a major impact on Soil Science in British Columbia. He
always maintained that British Columbia was an excellent outdoor lalxJra­
tory for appreciating the soil resource. It was this latter concept that
shaped Soil Science in British Columbia to look beyond the traditional
role of soil in agriculture to the wider carrnunity. Initially forestry
became an equal partner to agriculture as an important user of the re­
source and as time passed, other activities blended into the soil science
sphere, such as roadside beautification, reclamation and turfgrass pro­
duction. Charlie's central focus was the student and the appreciation of
the soil resource.

Charlie was very active in what we now tenn as service to the can­
munity. He participated and held office in a number of University,
Provincial and Federal organizations. At the University, he maintained
his interest in athletics serving on the President's Crnmittee for Physi­
cal Education, Athletics and Recreation. His many years of service and
leadership won him the Big Block Award (Honorary) in 1966-67. He served
on numerous other carrnittees including the Faculty Association, the
Senate, The centennial Crnmittee and the DoukholxJr Research and Consulta­
tive Crnmittees. He was most active in Provincial affairs. He convened
the first British Columbi.a Soil Science Workshop, was Chair of the B.C.
Lime SUbsidy Crnmittee, B.C. Soils Advisory Crnmittee (now Lead Ccm­
mittee) and had the impossible task of Chair of the Canada Land Inventory
Soil capability Ccmnittee for Agriculture and Eorestry for the Province.
This pioneeering effort gave impetus to climatology, wildlife and recrea­
tion programs in the Province and laid the framework for the establish­
ment of the Agricultural Land Crnmission in British Columbia. At the
national level, Charlie was involved in the National Soil SUrvey o::m­
mittee (now the Expert Crnmittee on Soil SUrvey), the National Soil Fer­
tility Crnmittee and several National Research Council Associate Ccm­
mittees. His dedication to Soil Science led him to becane the President
of the Soils Group (forerunner to the Canadian Society of Soil Science) .
within the newly fonned Agricultural Institute of Canada.

His love for Soil Science and the Cordilleran brought him in contact
with the Pacific Science Congress in which he and Dr. D. Laird played im­
portant roles. In 1962 he accepted an assignrrent fran the FOOd and Agri­
culture Organization of the United Nations as Technical Advisor to the
Government of Venezuela, where he stayed for alxJut 16 months.

The foregoing are a few highlights of C.A. Rowles' contril::utions to
British Columbia, Cani'lda and the International scene.. His main love was
the University and his adopted Province, British Columbia. His dedica­
tion to students will be rElTlEmbered as will the bridges he developed be­
tween Soil Science, Agriculture, Forestry and related activities. He al­
ways believed Soil Science had to serve all those constituencies that
rely on this important natural resource. His efforts in education were
acknowledged by the Alumni of the Department of Soil Sciences. Upon his
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retirement, and through the generosity of the Soil Science Alumni, two
Awards were established in his name at the University of British
Columbia: The C.A. Rowles Alumni Prize (highest standing in Soil Science
200) and The C.A. Rowles Alumni Scholarship. These Awards attest to the
fact that, for Charlie, students always came first.

When the Pacific Regional Society of Soil Science was established on
DecElTlber 23, 1982, the Board of Directors named Dr. C.A. Rowles as first
President of the Society. The Board recognized that a leader and organi­
zer was needed to launch the new Society. He was the recipient of one of
the first Honorary MElTIbers of the Pacific Regional Society of Soil
Science.

In July 1990, Dr. C.A. Rowles becanes a Fellow of the Canadian
Society of Soil Science.

Congratulations Charlie!

Gl\RY RUNKA NCMINATED Em AlC FELI:l.:w.3HIP

The B.C. Institute of Agrologists has naninated Gary Runka for the
honour of Fellowship in the Agricultural Institute of Canada, to be
awarded at this year's annual AlC meeting in Pentieton.

Gary is perhaps best known for his service as General Manager and
then Chairman of .the Agricultural Land Ccmnission. Since stepping down
fran the Ccmnission in 1978, he has continued to be one of the leading
advocates for the protection of agricultural land in British Columbia.
In addition to establishing an active consultancy in the field of land
use planning and natural resources management, Gary has served numerous
carmmity and professional organizations in a range of capacities.

Most recently, Gary prepared a review of the status of agriculture.
in the Greater Vancouver Regional District as part of the "Choosing (Xlr
Future" planning review. (A sumnary of this report is. provided in the
July issue of CoUntry Life -- the first of a series of columns on land
issues which Gary will be publishing in that magazine.)

The PRSSS, on behalf of soil scientists in this Province, offers its
congratulations to Gary and expresses its gratitude for the example that
he has provided of the socially-responsible application of our science.

"AGROI.03IST OF THE YEAR" - Award to Ron Bertrand, P.Ag.

In February, 1990, B.C. Institute of Agrologists' President, Glen
Lucas, P.Ag. of Abbotsford, announced the selection of Mr. Ron Bertrand,
P.Ag. as the "Agrologist of the Year". The Institute, which provides
accreditation for professionals in all aspects of agriculture, each year
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recognizes an Agrologist who has made a significant contrib.ltion. to
British Columbia agriCLllture.

Mr. Bertrand is an· outstanding Agrologist having been active within
B.C.I.A. in numerous capacities over the years. He has served in various
executive positions in the Institute, is currently chairman of the Ethic
Ccnmittee, and has been involved in strategy planning for both B.C.I.A.
and AgriCLlltural Institute of canada. Mr. Bertrand is recognized for
providing leadership on matters pertaining to agriCLllture land reserve
policy, soil conservation, sustainable agriCLllture, waste management,
professional I1lEl1lbership criteria and the Agrologist In Training Program.
He is partiCLllarly noted for his ongoing inPJt and counsel in the Insti­
tute's involvement of land use issues, agriCLllture student tours, and in
the prarotion of professional standards within the Institute.

Mr. Bertrand has been instrumental in focusing attention on issues
related to animal waste management and environmentally sustainable agri­
CLllture. He is providing direction and strong leadership in respect to
methods of environmentally sound use of livestock wastes. It is his
dedication, leadership and professional integrity in the area of sustain­
able agriCLllture and environmentally conscious farming SystEmS that
prcmpted his recognition.

Mr. Bertrand is currently Director of the B.C. Ministry of AgriCLll­
ture and Fisheries I Soil and Engineering Branch. He was appointed
Director of Soils in 1979 and successfully amalgamated the two broad dis­
ciplines of soils and engineering into one ccmplementary, efficient unit
in the spring of 1989. He leads a highly specialized group of soil
scientists, engineers and technicians, providing timely and well targeted
support to the B.C. agriCLllture industry. He is recognized for his sound
administrative and management practices and· his ongoing prarotion of
agrology and the need for professional agriCLllturists in government.

Mr. Bertrand, P.Ag. is a worthy recipient for the "Agrologist of the
Year" Award.

Reprinted from the Canadian Society of Soil Science.
Newsletter, July, 1990~

News of Members

On June 5, Dr. C.F. (Fred)
Bentley received an Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Science at
convocation exercises at the
University of Alberta. The be­
stowing of the degree was a
part of the 75th Anniversary ex­
ercises by the Faculty of
Agriculture and Forestry at the
UofA.

Dr. Bentley is well known to
soil scientist in Canada, par­
ticularly at annual meeting time
because of the Bentley papd
competition for students. He
also was Co-Chair of the highly
successfullSSS Congress held
in Edmonton in 1978. However,
most of us do not know the £till
extent of his activities (does ~
~nvnnp7)~ the list is very iool!..

Dr. Bentley has dedicated
himself to promoting the impor­
tance of agriculture to society
throughout the ,,:orld.He ~a~
been extensively Involved In In­
ternational agricultural work
with such organizations as the
Ford Foundation, ClDA, IDRC
and the World Bank. Dr.
Bentley has also spent consider-.
able time consulting for govern­
ments of numerous developing
countries. He was the prime
motivator in creating the Inter­
national Bureau of Soil Re­
search and Management and
sat on the board for the Interna­
tional Crops Research Institute
for the Semi-Arid Tropics
(lCRlSAT) for nine years.

As the Dean of the Faculty of
Agriculture (as it was known
then) at the University of Alber­
ta from 1957-68, Dr. Bcntlcy

oversaw the Faculty double in
size, the addition of the Depart­
ment of Rural Economy and the
evolution of the Department of
Dairy Science into the Depart­
ment of Food Science. He joined
the University in 1946 and was
appointed Professor Emeritus
in 1979.

Dr. Bcntley has received
numerous other awards; these
include: an honorary degree
from the University of Guelph,
Fellowships in the Canadian
Society of Soil Science and
American Society of
Agronomy, the Queen's Silver
Jubilce Medal and the Premier's
Personal Achievement Award.

Congratulations to Dr.
Bentley!

~ .~ ..
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B.C. Foresters Ponder Their Future

Ron Bronstein, executive director of the
Association of B.C. Professional Foresters
told a Victoria newspaper last month that
professional foresters arc not responsible
for actual logging and roadbuilding in Brit­
ish Columbia. That may come as a shock to
many people. Bronstein was responding to
a journalist's question about a perceived
inability of the Association to apply ethical
standards to its members and its failure to
carry out investigations of alleged improper
forest practice. (Sec FPC 6:2,p.18)

At first, I assumed Bronstein had been
misquoted. How could it be that B.C. for­
eSlers, who arc required by provincial legis­
lation to approve logging plans, would not
carry some responsibility for actual logging
and roadbuilding. It didn't seem to make
any sense. Bronstein was quoted as saying,
"actual logging and road building arc be­
yond the responsibility of the professional
(B.C.) forester."

Bulafter receiving a copy of a discussion
paper prepared by the ABCPF and dated
Febru"ary 27, 1990, it may all be true - the
professional B.C. forester, at least in the
view of their Association, admits to having
no responsibility for actual logging and
road building (what the Association refers
to a "forest practices"). Can the public
therefore conclude that the broad responsi­
bilities of dIe professional B.C. forester, as
proclaimed in the Foresters Act and Forest
Act, are an illusion?

In the AI3CPF discussion paper which
asks foresters to chose among [our "strate­
gic" options to guide the future actions of
their Association (see p. 35 for details), it
says that if the future role of dIe profession
includes protecting the public's interests in
its forests, "the Association would likely
expand its mandate into the area of forest
practices but 10 what degree would depend
on what is reasonable, achievable and ap­
propriate." But the public, as the
Association's discussion paper correCtly
points OUl, may ..... choose f).Ol to scparJtc
the end result (in the form of forest prac­
tices) from the prescriptions made."

These and similar statements from .tile
Association's current discussion paper
seem to support Mr. Bronstein's contention
that the professional B.C. forester indcC'd

,1 hlll~SI Plall1ling t'i1l1:1da 6:3

accepts no responsibility for actual logging
and road building - no responsibility for
actual, on-tbe-ground forest practices. The
job of a I3.c. forester, it would seem. is to
prepare and sign various forest manage­
ment plans - full SLOp.' The foresters'
Association seems LO conclude this to be the
limit of current responsibility under the
law. But is this really the case? Docs the
I3.c. Foresters Act really place such a limit
on the practice of forestry by Association
members?

Provincial legislation (Foresters Act)
and the B.C. foresters' code of ethics all
describe responsibilities and accountabili­
ties which the foresters' Association should' .
realize link them intimately to what hap­
pens in the [orests when aCluallogging and
road building occurs.

The interpretation section of dIe B.C.
Foresters Act defines the duties of dlC pro­
fessional B.C. forester. There, we find dnll
the '''practice of professional forestry'
means advising, planning, reporting on and
supervising any phase of the administra­
tion or management of forests or forest
land, including the valuaLioll, maintenance,
improvement, conservation and protec w

lion of forest land and regeneration of
forests." Seems clear enough.

In addition, the Association's long­
standing Code ofEthics states: I. Responsi­
bility to the Public (a) The professional
forester will, in all aspeclS of work, regard
as his first responsibility the maintenance
of the integrity of the forest resource; the
protection and enhancement of dIe produc­
tive capacity of the resource; its perpetu­
ation; and the improvement or its utility and
value to society. (b) Endeavor to keep well
informed in his field of know ledge and will
engage in such a field only when his train­
ing and ability render him professionally
competent. (c) Guard against conditions or
practices that endanger the producti ve ca­
pacity of forest land 'md dwt reduce its
potential utility or value to society and shall
prompdy bring such conditions or practices
to the attention of those who arc respon­
sible. However, the Association discussion

.paper declares dwt dlC present Code of
Ethics fails to provide " ... explicit direction
in practical terms."

That dIe B.C. professional forester lacks
practical field accountability allli responsi­
bility was suggested as early as 197X when
an ABCPF report noted thallhc propl..'r role

of the B.C. forester " ... will not really be
properly addressed unlil (he or she) can
make forcslIy decisions and be held ac­
countable for them. (cmpha'iis in the 197H
report). Yet as I read dIe legislation. the
power and mandate to supervise any phase
of the administration or management or
forests or foresl.land already resides with
the professional B.C. forester by virtue of
lhe long-standing Foresters Act. Current
AI3CPF President Norm Godfrey also rec­
ognized of the need for cliange when he
spoke before the House of Commons'
Standing Committee on Environment, Ot­
lawa, March 6,1990: UlL is bccolTlming in­
crcasinglydifTiculUQ remain outside of Lht:­
qucsLion of practicc. It is obvious from lhe
commcnts that are being made LOday that
therc arc scrious quesLions UbOUL practice
and what position our Association should

take."
Perhaps, ill the past, the Association

didtl't feci it had the political support from
Victoria necessary to live up to the legisla­
tive mandate already given to it by tile
Foresters Act. Perhaps it was lOo heavily
influcnced by the major logging corpora­
tions whose cmployccs, Lhcn and flOW,

comprise a major pcrcenLage of
membership.To borrow a phrase made
famous in B.C. by former Forests Minister
Tom Waterland: The Association II<" been
given a mandate by the Legislature dlrollgll
Lhe Foresters Act - "Usc iL, or lose it"

The Asstx.:iation's discussion paper ad­
mits 1O the option of bringing. ils actions in
line widl both public eXlx,cwtions and the
Foresters Act when it says by so· dning
" ... (this) would result ill a prl'lllin Il'ader­

ship role for the Association aIllI tile mem­
bers, increased stature and credibility, and a
secure legal mandate."

But the Association also warns member
foresters of the dangers if dleir "assumed"
mandate does not soon become a reality.
Thcse dangers 'include, "the risk of r~'dlll'l:d

credibiliLy and sUllure of the profession,"
and even dle possible loss of "the right to
pracLice, as govcrnmcnt mighL look for
other ways Loensurc thl'. foresLs are eXJll'nly
managed and the public's intcrCSL'i pro­

tected."
Readers wishing a copy or dle rulltcxls

referenced abovc should conlact thi...'
AI3CPF at 440-7X9 \Y. Pentler SI. Vancou·
vcr. I3.C.. V6C I H2. 6R7-X027.


